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§ 51.52 Licensing and identification of 
certain official devices. 

The Administrator may issue li-
censes permitting the manufacture, 
identification, distribution, and sale of 
any official device designated as a 
USDA color standard, defect guide or 
other similar aid under such terms and 
conditions as may be specified by the 
Administrator. Licenses shall be avail-
able to all persons meeting conditions 
prescribed by the Administrator, shall 
be nonexclusive, and shall be revocable 
for cause. No person shall manufacture, 
identify, distribute or sell any such of-
ficial device except at the direction of 
or under license from the Adminis-
trator. Such official devices may be 
marked, tagged or otherwise des-
ignated with the prefix ‘‘USDA’’ to-
gether with other identifying words or 
symbols, as prescribed by the license. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR PLANTS OPERATING 
UNDER CONTINUOUS INSPECTION ON A 
CONTRACT BASIS 

§ 51.53 Continuous inspections. 
Continuous inspection service which 

is associated with the use of the ap-
proved shield showing the U.S. grade, 
the approved continuous inspection 
legend, or both, on the container may 
be furnished whenever inspectors are 
available, the facilities and conditions 
are satisfactory for the conduct of the 
service, and there is a signed contract 
between the applicant and the Depart-
ment or a cooperative Federal-State 
Inspection Agency in which it is agreed 
that such service will be conducted 
subject to regulations governing the 
inspection and certification of fresh 
fruits, vegetables, and other products, 
contained in this part and any addi-
tional and supplemental instructions 
issued by the Department or such in-
structions issued by a cooperating 
agency which are not inconsistent with 
those issued by the Department. 

§ 51.54 Plant survey. 
Prior to the inauguration of contin-

uous Federal or Federal-State Inspec-
tion Service on a contract basis, the 
Administrator will make or cause to be 
made a survey and inspection where 
such service is to be performed to de-
termine whether the premises, plant 

and facilities are suitable and adequate 
for the performance of such service in 
accordance with the regulations in this 
part, including, but not limited to re-
quirements contained in §§ 51.54 
through 51.59. 

§ 51.55 Premises. 
The premises shall be free from con-

ditions objectionable to packing oper-
ations, including, but not limited to 
litter, waste and refuse within the im-
mediate vicinity of the plant buildings, 
excessively dusty roads, yards or park-
ing lots, and poorly drained areas. 

§ 51.56 Buildings and structures. 
The packing plant buildings shall be 

properly constructed and maintained 
in a sanitary condition, including, but 
not limited to the following require-
ments: 

(a) There shall be sufficient light 
consistent with the use to which the 
particular portion of the building is de-
voted and to permit efficient cleaning. 
The grading belts and bins shall be pro-
vided with sufficient proper nonglaring 
light to insure adequacy of grading and 
inspection operations; 

(b) If the product is washed there 
shall be ample supply of water of a safe 
and sanitary quality with adequate fa-
cilities for its distribution throughout 
the plant and washing machinery; 

(c) There shall also be an efficient 
waste disposal and plumbing system 
maintained in good repair; 

(d) Each room in which the product is 
graded or stored shall be designed and 
constructed as to insure operating con-
ditions of a clean and orderly character 
and shall be maintained in a clean and 
sanitary manner; and, 

(e) Every practical precaution shall 
be taken to exclude dogs, cats, rodents 
and other vermin from the rooms in 
which the products are to be graded or 
stored. 

§ 51.57 Facilities. 
Each packing plant shall be equipped 

with adequate sanitary facilities and 
accommodations, including but not 
being limited to the following: 

(a) There shall be a sufficient number 
of adequately lighted toilet rooms, 
ample in size and conveniently located. 
Toilet rooms shall be adequately 
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screened and equipped with self-closing 
doors, and shall have independent out-
side ventilation; 

(b) Adequate lavatory accommoda-
tions and supplies shall be placed at 
such locations in or near toilet rooms 
as to insure the cleanliness of each per-
son who grades or handles the product 
to be inspected; and 

(c) Suitable facilities for cleaning 
shall be provided at convenient loca-
tions in the plant. 

§ 51.58 Equipment. 
All equipment used for receiving, 

washing, grading, packaging or storing 
shall be of such design, material and 
construction that it may be kept clean. 

§ 51.59 Operations and operating pro-
cedures. 

(a) The inspector shall refuse to per-
mit the use of the official shield with 
grade mark or continuous inspection 
legend on packages if the produce is 
from a field or orchard having a disease 
or other condition which may not be 
apparent on individual specimens at 
packing time but which may cause the 
product to materially decrease in qual-
ity after packing. 

(b) All products which are certified 
shall be subjected to continuous in-
spection throughout the packing oper-
ations. 

(c) The inspectors are available for 
consultation purposes but shall not be-
come involved in plant operations. 

(d) The Inspection Service will not be 
responsible for damages occurring 
through any act of commission or 
omission on the part of its inspectors 
when engaged in rendering continuous 
inspection service; for packing errors 
or misbranding of products; or for fail-
ure to supply enough inspectors during 
any period of service provided under 
the contract. 

(e) The applicant for continuous in-
spection shall: 

(1) Conform to all applicable regula-
tions under which the continuous in-
spection service is conducted. 

(2) Use only raw material which has 
been handled or stored under condi-
tions which insures its suitability for 
packing; maintain the plant designated 
herein in such sanitary condition and 
to employ such methods of handling 

raw materials for packing as may be 
necessary to conform to the sanitary 
requirements prescribed in this part. 

(3) Not permit any of his marks or la-
bels or buyers’ and distributors’ marks 
or labels applied by him on which ref-
erence is made to continuous inspec-
tion to be used on any product not 
packed under this continuous inspec-
tion service; or permit any of his 
marks or labels or buyers’ and distribu-
tors’ marks or labels applied by him on 
which reference is made to any U.S. 
Grade to be used on any product which 
does not meet the requirements of such 
grade; or to supply labels bearing ref-
erence to continuous inspection service 
to another plant unless the products to 
which such labels are to be applied 
have been packed under continuous in-
spection. 

(4) Furnish any reports of packaging 
and output of products inspected, as 
may be requested by the inspection 
agencies. 

(5) Make available to inspectors ade-
quate office space in the designated 
plant and furnish suitable desks and of-
fice equipment for the proper care of 
inspection records. 

(6) Make his laboratory or other fa-
cilities and necessary equipment avail-
able for the use of inspectors in making 
inspection of samples. 

(7) Furnish if required, such steno-
graphic and clerical assistance as may 
be necessary in the typing of certifi-
cates and reports and the handling of 
official correspondence, as well as the 
labor incident to drawing of samples 
and facilitating adequate inspection 
procedure when necessary. 

(8) Submit to the Chief of the Fresh 
Products Standardization and Inspec-
tion Branch, Fruit and Vegetable Divi-
sion, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
for approval prior to printing, drawings 
or printers’ proofs of each packer’s or 
distributor’s label bearing or referring 
in any manner to official inspection 
legends or grade marks. 

(9) Not make deceptive, fraudulent, 
or unauthorized use in his advertising, 
or otherwise, of the continuous inspec-
tion service, the inspection certificates 
or reports issued, or the containers on 
which the shield of the Department is 
identified, in connection with the sale 
of any of the packaged products; and to 
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